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REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1940 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
GENTLEMEN, 

I "beg  to  present  my  report  (mainly  statistical) 
for  the  year  1940. 


Population  - After  deducting  the  number  of  patients 
in  the  West  Riding  Mental  Hospital  at  Mens ton  (2281  at  June  30th) 
the  official  estimated  population  is  20,599,  showing  a decrease 
of  1,001  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  shows  the  effects 
of  recruiting  for  the  various  services,  but  does  not  take  into 
account  sufficiently  the  influx  of  workers  and  voluntary 
evacuees  coming  into  the  district. 

The  actual  population  is  reflected  probably  better 
by  the  number  of  ration  books  issued  (21,852)  than  by  any  other 
means  at  our  disposal,  though  much  of  this  increase  may  not  be 
permanent . 


Birthrate  - The  live  births  registered  numbered  282  - 
154  boys  and  128  girls,  of  which  12  we re  illegitimate.  There 
were  9 still  births  - 4 boys  and  5 girls.  This  gives  a live 
birthrate  of  13*67  per  thousand  of  the  population  against  15 
for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  & Wales  being 
14*6  . 


The  stillbirth  rate  equals  *43  per  thousand  population 
against  *55  for  the  whole  country. 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 
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Deathrate  - The  registered,  deaths  numbered  297  - 
154  males  and  143  females,  equal  to  a deathrate  of  14*4  per 
thousand  population  against  13*1  for  1939,  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  being  14*3, 


Infant  Mortality  - There  were  12  deaths  - 7 males 
and  5 females  in  children  under  a year  old,  10  of  them  being 
due  to  premature  births  or  defects  at  birth.  This  gives  an 
Infant  Mortality  rate  of  42*5  per  thousand  live  births,  against 
52*3  for  the  previous  year,  the  country’s  rate  being  55. 


The  following  are  the  certified  causes  of  death: - 


Male 

Female 

Total 

"Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

5 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis- (other  forms) 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

- 

2 

Influenza 

5 

7 

12 

Cancer 

15 

20 

35 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  & blood  vessels 

' 68 

62 

130 

Bronchitis 

8 

8 

15 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

Nicer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

- 

1 

Appendiqitis 

• 2 

- 

2 

Other  Digestive  diseases 

4 

5 

9 

Nephritis 

4 

5 

9 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 

2 

2 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Births 

3 

2 

5 

Defects  at  Birth 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide 

2 

. • 4 

6 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

4 

11 

All  other  causes 

11 

12 

23 

154 

143 

297 

The  Gander  and  Influenza  deaths  were  41  and  11,  against 
35  and  12  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

The  usual  tables  are  appended. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  ALEC  MUS CHAMP 
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REPORT 

of  the 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 
FOR  THE  YEAR,  1940. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  LENDERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COIJLITTEE 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1940, 

• • • • • • ••• 

As  requested  by  the  ministry  of  Health  the 
statistics  and  reports  have  been  abbreviated  and  many 
charts  and  factors  have  been  omitted. 

• • • •••  ••• 

During  the  year  salvage  of  waste  materials  from 
household  refuse  was  commenced,  and  we  made  a total  income 
of  £1,563.  This  totsl  represents  materials  which  have  been 
obtained  solely  from  refuse  collection,  and  does  not  include 
such  things  as  iron  railings,  tram  lines,  etc.  which  some 
authorities  include  in  their  returns. 


The  work  having  to  be  carried  out  in  disused  slum 
clearance  property,  and  all  the  sorting  and  baling  etc.  to 
be  done  by  hand,  the  Council  possessing  no  destructor  or 
separating  plant. 


The  estimates  for  the  year  for  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  was  £3,334,  while  the  actual  expenditure  was 
£3, SOI,  the  saving  being  chiefly  due  to  salvage  operations, 
although  the  actual  cost  for  both  population  and  houses  was 
slightly  higher  than  on  the  previous  year,  this  being  chiefly 
due  to  the  increased  cost  of  wages  and  transport. 


The  Department  received  through  a generous  donor 
a gift  of  an  emergency  ambulance,  while  a subscription  list 
was  also  opened  and  a further  emergency  ambulance  was  purchased 
from  the  resulting  proceeds. 


• • • 
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These  two  emergency  ambulances  are  on  call  for 
civil  defence  purposes.  The  Department  also  organised  an 
ambulance  service  for  the  transfer  of  patients  in  Military 
Hospitals,  this  work  has  been  ably  carried  out  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service. 

• • * • 9 • • 

During  the  year  concerts  were  organised  at  a 
local  Military  Hospital,  artists  from  the  theatres  in  the 
adjoining  cities  generously  gave  their  support  and  this  work 
has  been  ably  continued  by  the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service. 


Although  the  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded 
as  expeditiously  as  possible  during  the  year,  much  time  has 
been  spent  on  civil  defence  and  fire  prevention 


Although  preventative  medicine  covers  many  aspects 
of  work  including  housing,  drainage,  meat  inspection, 
infectious  disease  etc.  none  of  which  are  spectacular  nor 
dramatic,  the  work  has  to  be  performed  and  continued. 


May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you 
Mr.  Chairman  and  members  for  your  kind  co-operation  in  all 
matters  relating  to  my  department,  while  I should  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their 
loyal  support  during  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

( Signe  d ) TAMES  FARRAR , 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


6 


GENERAL  ST 

A T 

I 

S T I 

C 

S. 

Mean  height  above  sea  level,  feet  . 

• • 

o • • 

• • • 

612 

Area  in  acres  

• 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

6892 

Estimated  population  (including 

2,281 

in 

West  Riding  Mental  Hospital)... 

• 

• • 

• • • 

22880 

Density  of  population  per  acre 

• 

• • 

• • • 

4 « « 

3-3 

Number  of  houses  

• 

• • 

• • V 

* • * 

7339 

Average  number  of  people  per  house 

• « 

• • • 

* • ♦ 

3.11 

Rateable  value  

• 

• • 

• • • 

• 4 • 

£141911 

Product  of  Id.  rate  

• 

• « 

• 4 • 

4 4 <4 

£539 

VITAL  STA 

T I 

S 

TIC 

S 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Births  (live)  Legitimate 

149 

121 

270 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

12 

154  128  282 


Births  (still)  Legitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

4 

5 

9 

Deaths 

Infant  Deaths  Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

- 

7 

5 

12 

Deaths  from:- 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

2 

2 

Other  puerperal  causes 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer 

15 

20 

35 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

- 

1 

Measles 

- 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

16 

23 

39 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birthrate  per  1,000  population  

Rate  per  1,000  still  births 

Deathrate  per  1,000  population  

Respiratory  death  rate  (apart  from  Tuberculosis) 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  rate  

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

Tuberculosis  deathrate  (all  forms)  

Deathrate  from  Cancer , ... 


13*69 
•43 
14*4 
1*36 
• 291 
•097 
•388 
1*7 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  Sepsis ...  6*8 

Death  rate  from  other  puerperal  causes  per  1,000 

births  (live  & still)  3.4 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  a year  old 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 42*5 

Illegitimate  Infants 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE i- 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received: - 


Sent  to  Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Paratyphoid 
Acute  pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Dy sentry 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Polio-encephalitis 
Neasles 
Whooping  Cough 


27  23 

8 8 

1 1 

20 

22  8 

2 1 

1.  1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

546 
33 

663  45 


Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  two  of  Diphtheria,  four 
of  Penumonia  and  o.ne  of 'measles  were  notified  by  the  forces  in 
addition. 

With  the  exception  of  pneumonia  there  has  been  no 
death  from  any  of  these  diseases. 

The  Tuberculosis  notifications  were:- 

West  Riding  Forces 

Cental  Hospital 

Respiratory  37  17  2 

Other  forms  6 21 

43  19  3 


Forms  A and  B show  the  age  groups. 
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. MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


During  the  year  168  visits  were  made  to  Slaughter  houses 
in  the  district,  272  beasts,  22  calves,  342  pigs,  and  614  sheep 
were  inspected,  and  37'  seizures  of  unsound  meat  were  made, 
making  a total  weight  of  2,696  lbs-.  No  prosecutions  were  made. 

The  period  of  inspection  covered  the  first  two  months  of 
the  year,  since  that  period  all  the  slaughtering  of  animals  for 
sale  has  been  carried  out  at  the  public  abattoir  at  Otley  due 
to  the  seni  centralisation  of  slaughtering  introduced  by  the 
appropriate  Ministry. 

The  total  number  of  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district 
is  18,  made  up  of  one  registered  and  17  licensed. 

137  visits  were  made  for  the  inspection  of  food  in  shops 
and  markets,  there  were  nine  seizures  of  unsound  food  which 
was  chiefly  comprised  of  pork,  mutton,  bacon,  ham  and  rabbits, 
and  making  a total  weight  of  734  lbs.  No  prosecutions  were  made. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

217  visits  were  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and 
63  premises  were  granted  licenses  under  section  14. 

Eight  notices  were  issued  to  bring  premises  to  the  reouired 
standard  as  food  stores  under  the  above-mentioned  Act. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  ' 

During  the  year  10  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the 
methylene  blue  test,  two  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
and  in  one  sample  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  was  found. 

No  instance  of  disease  was  appertained  to  milk  during  the 

year. 

138  visits  were  made  to  the  various  farms  in  the  district 
which  total  43. 

Two  new  producers  were  registered  of  which  Mr.  Rowling, 
of  Manor  Farm,  Hawksworth  applied  for  an  accredited  milk 
producers  licence  which  was  granted.  * 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE . 


During  the  year  the  Guiscley  Sewage  Works  were  disbanded 
due  to  the  sewer  now  being  completed  by  the  Bradford  Corporation 
to  connect  the  general  sewage  system  of  Guiscley  to  the,  Sewage 
Wo rks  at  Ssholt. 

A new  sewer  was  laid  at  Netherficld  Road  to  obviate  the 
flooding,  of  premises  belonging  to  Messrs.  Cromoton  Parkinsons  Ltd 

water  supply. 

Four  samples  were  taken  for  plumbo  solvency,  and  which 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  examination . 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  tcicen  of  the  public  supply  in 
the  district  for  Bacteriological  examination  which  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

• ' - • < . . 1 j 

Five  samples  wore  token  of  e:  private  supply  at  Hawksworth 
and  were  found  to  bo  grossly  polluted  on  bacteriological 
examination.  The  pollution  was  found  to  be  due  to  faulty 
mains  and  storage  tanks  which  were  eventually  repaired,  and  a 
new  2!t  main  relaid  at  Odder  Le no,  resulting  samples  wore  found  , 
to  be  satisfactory.- 

Complaint  was  received  of  inadequate  pressure  on  the 
public  supply  ot-  Buckstone  Driire,  this  was  found  on  investigation 
to  be  a blockage  in  the  main  which  was  subsequently  removed. 

Complaints  were  received  from  various  parts  of  the 
district  with  regard  to  the  discolourisat ion  and  flocculont 
deposit  in  water  supplied  from  the  Peacock  filters.  Samples 
wore  submitted  to  Dr.  Sutherland  (the  West  Riding  County  Council 
Bacteriologist),  and  Drs . Thresh,  Beale  & Suckling,  Bacter- 
iologists of  London,  and  the  investigations  indicated  that  the 
cause  of  discolourisation  and  turbidity  was  due  to  the  deposition 
of  alumina  and  silica  which  were  not  removed  by  filteration  and 
whose  precipitation  is  accelerated  and  enhanced  by  the  addition 
to  the  water  of  soda-ash.  Manganese  was  also  found  in,  the 
filtered  water,  but  was  very  small  and  hold  firmly  in  solution 
and  its  effects  were  considered  negligible. 

Laboratory  experiments  with  a.  view  to  the  clarification  of 
the  water  and  the  removal  of  iron,  manganese,  silica  and  alumina 
gave  the  following  results:- 
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The  addition  of  soda-ash  to  the  raw  water  in  a dose  of 
1*5  grains  per  gallon  gave  a settleable  "floe"  in  30  minutes, 
and  after  filtration  the  clear  and  bright  filtrate  was  free 
from  iron  and  alumina  and  other  suspended  matter,  but  still 
contained  a trace  of  manganese,  approximately  0*02  parts  per 
100,000  in  solution.  The  pH  value  of  the  filtrates  was  7.0 
and  no  after-deposition  took  place  in  24  hours.  Dosage  with 
calcium  carbonate  (precipitated  chalk)  in  lieu  of  soda-ash  in 
a dose  of  1.5  grains  per  gallon  gave  similar  results,  but 
coagulation  was  less  rapid  and  a similar  amount  of  manganese 
remained  in  solution.  By  the  use  of  lime  it  is  necessary  to 
add  such  dose  as  to  raise  the  pH  value  to  8*0  before  the 
manganese  is  removable  by  precipitation  and  filtration  and  the 
reaction  is  slow. 

It  was  considered  that  under  present  day  circumstances 
the  most  that  could  be  carried  out  in  respect  of  treatment 
was  some  adaption  or  modification  of  the  existing  scheme  of 
treatment,  and  not  a complete  or  comprehensive  change  of 
processes  and  plant,  therefore,  since  tho  residual  manganese 
in  the  filtered  water  was  very  small  in  amount  and  remained 
mainly  in  solution  without  being  harmful  or  causing  complaint, 
it  was  considered  that  the  trouble  would  be  remedied  or  at  least 
greatly  minimised  if  alumina  and  silica,  together  with  the 
iron  were  precipitated  and  removed  before  and  during  filtration, 
It  was  suggested  that  soda-ash  should  be  added  to  tho  water 
before  aeration  and  filtration  at  a point  which  gave  the  longest 
contact  possible  before  the  water  reached  the  filters  to  which 
the  Yeadon  Waterworks  Company  agreed  to  do.  It  was 
recommended  that  this  procedure  should  be  given  an  extended 
trial  and  should  it  prove  a failure,  consideration  would  have 
to  be  given  to  more  comprehensive  alterations  of  the  treatment 
processes . 

Four  houses  in  Henley  Hill  and  Larkfield  Road  were 
disconnected  from  the  Rawdon  private  supply  and  connected  to 
tho  Yeadon  public  supply. 

Seventy  yards  of  new  water  main  were  extended  to  supply 
Kelcl'iffe  Estate. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

During  the  past  year  3,711  loads  of  refuse  have  been 
collected  including  house  and  trade  refuse  and  emptying  of 
privies  etc.  The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
during  the  financial  year  was  £3,201,  and  the  following  chart 
shows  the  statistics  of  expenditure  relative  to  house  and 
population  based  on  the  Council’s  financial  year. 


REFUSE  STATISTICS. 


Tear 

Cost  per  1,000 

Cost  per  1, 

000 

popula 

tion. 

houses .. 

1937  - 58 

£137  • 

78 

£452.71 

1958  - 39 

£130- 

92 

£410 • 64 

1939  - 40 

£129  • 

56 

•- 

£412-9 

1940  - 41 

£139  . 

90 

£436-16 

During  the  year 

salvage 

operations  were 

commenced,  and 

the  following  materials  were 

salvagod : 

- 

Material 

Weight 

Price 

, ( ■ 

m 

i. 

Cwt . 

Of. 

Lbs , 

£ s . 

d. 

Paper 

221. 

1. 

2. 

21. 

862.  4. 

5. 

Ferrous  Metals 

122. 

13. 

2* 

5. 

266.  6. 

1. 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

4. 

18. 

- 

13. 

147.  15. 

6. 

Nags  rugs,  etc. 

16. 

13. 

3. 

22. 

114.  13. 

2. 

Bottles  & jars 

19. 

14 . 

2.' 

15. 

137.  8. 

IN 

Bones 

3. 

2. 

- 

22. 

6 . 8. 

2. 

Gullet. , 

7. 

15. 

1. 

- 

10.  .2. 

- 

Tyres,  etc. 

- 

15. 

2. 

1. 

1.  2. 

1. 

Boxes 

16.  2 . 

4. 

Miscellaneous 

14. 

- 

396. 

14. 

3. 

15. 

£1562.  15. 

lOd. 

The  above-mentioned  statistics  show  the  average  weight 
of  salvage  collected  to  be  17  tons.  6 cwt.  0 qrs.  18  lbs.  per 
1,000  population,  while  the  price  obtained  was  £68.  5.  4d.  per 
1,000  population. 
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Number 

of  Dwelling 

Houses . 

Number  of 
houses  at 
31st  March 
1940. 

Houses 

completed 

during 

1940-41, 

Houses 

demolished 

during 

1940-41. 

Number  of 
houses 
March  31st 
1941. 

Guise ley 

2111 

- 

26 

2085 

Esholt 

152 

• 

- 

152 

Hawks worth 

507 

2 

- 

509 

Mens ton 

55 

2 

- 

57 

Hawdon 

1800 

1 

- 

1801 

Yeadon 

2815 

5 

85 

2735 

7440 

10 

111 

7339 

HOUSING  ACT, 

1936. 

Clearance  Areas  Nos.  19,  20,  21,  & 22,  comprising 
52  houses  and  23  other  buildings,  and  having  a total  of 
204  por?^ns  to  be  displaced  will  have  to  be  dealt  with 
after  the  cessation  of  present  hostilities  with  regard  to 

-■'TMising. 


\ 5. 


